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Literacy Success 

  
Good literacy skills are essential to support our children to 
achieve the Four Core Purposes across all of the Areas Of 
Learning Experience and become:  
 

• ambitious, capable learners  
• enterprising, creative contributors  
• ethical, informed citizens  
• healthy, confident individuals  

  
 

This booklet aims to support the literacy skills we are 
learning in school. Use this alongside the Literacy Toolkit to 
practise these skills at home.   
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How Do I Use Capital Letters?  

Use MINTS 

 

 

    Names of people, places, companies etc.  
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Capital Letter Sorting 

Task: Sort the list of words and phrases into the correct column of the table below:  

Months  I  Names  Titles  No capital needed.  

          

 

 

bryncelynnog school    september      james  lunch time 

yellow    i’m     little mix 

 

 taco bell     football   its  

  

 manchester united       wednesday,   miss baldock  llantrisant  

  

beauty and the beast                             autumn harry potter  
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Now read the passage that follows and add in capital letters and full stops where they 

are needed:  

hurriedly, she walked through the opening in the trees it was a windy november 

day and everything around her danced the sky was dark and murky like no sun 

had risen in weeks if she didn’t make it to the other side soon she knew she 

would be in trouble grateful she was wearing her comfortable battered converse 

trainers, she dodged the branches as she wound her way through the leafy maze 

bursting out at the other side she felt relief sweep through her  
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Word Classes 
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Identifying Word Classes 
Task: Highlight the nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs in each of the following 

sentences.   

   

1. The graceful swallow soared effortlessly across the sky.  

2. The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog.  

3. Excitedly, the girl skipped through the school gates.  

4. Angry and ashamed, I turned and ran away as fast as I could.  

5. The disappointment in his eyes was clear.  

Key:   

□ Noun  

□ Verb  

 Adjective  

□ Adverb  

Challenge: Can you annotate the sentences to show what category the nouns, verbs and 

adjectives belong to? Use the information on Word Classes to help you. 

 

Now write five sentences of your own and highlight them using the same key:  

1. _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

5. _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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More About Verbs 

Sometimes one verb in a sentence isn’t enough. Instead, you need to use an extra verb 

(and make a verb phrase) to make the meaning of your sentence clear.   

These ‘helping’ verbs are called ’auxiliary verbs’ and can be split into two categories: 

’auxiliary verbs’ and ’modal auxiliary verbs’ or ‘modal verbs’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

These never change form)  (   
  

                     

                 

         should              would   

   

These change form  ( 

depending on your  

sentence )   

   

am     is     are  

  was      were  

being            been 

 
    

has     have  

had      having 
  

   

does     did     

do   
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Task: Read the sentences that follow and highlight the auxiliary verbs in one colour 

and the modal verbs in another colour.  Be careful! Sometimes you might find both 

kinds in the same sentence. 

 

1. We are baking cupcakes in D&T today.   

2. Alex was sitting at the kitchen table ready for his dinner.  

3. I may go to the gym this evening.   

4. My horse does bite, but only if you provoke him.  

5. I have forgotten my homework.   

6. I must bring it in tomorrow or I will be in lunch time detention.   

7. Everyone will be excited to go to the fair this weekend.   

8. I ought to go to bed at 10pm but I might stay up later.   

  

Now fill in the gaps with appropriate auxiliary verbs and modal verbs:  

1. I __________ to come to school by 8.30 every morning.   

2. I __________ eat breakfast before coming to school.   

3. I __________ running late today, so I _________ to run to catch the bus.   

4. As a nation, we ____________ do more to help the environment.  

5. I _________ _________ been more organised with my homework this week.   

6. If I were rich, I __________ buy a yacht.   

7. I ________ _________ made the flight if I ________ arrived at the airport sooner.   

8. Rain _________ pouring from the sky in torrents as I ran across the yard.   

  

As the last example shows, when we use a present participle (-ing verb) in a sentence, 

we always need an auxiliary verb to make the sentence complete.   

For example: ‘Waves crashing against the rocks.’ does not make sense on its own.   

We need to write ‘Waves are crashing against the rocks.’ (present tense) or   

‘Waves were crashing against the rocks.’ (past tense) for the sentence to make sense.    
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Task: Copy the sentences below and add an auxiliary verb to the following sentences 

to make them complete:  
  

 

1. The sun shining over Beddau. (present)  

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Children running towards their parents at the end of the school day.  (past)  

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. The aroma of roast dinner wafting through the air as I arrived home (past)  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Simple and Compound Sentences 

Task: Highlight the subject, verb (and object, if there is one) in the following simple 

sentences:   

  

1. The bell rang loudly.   

2. The sea roared towards the shore.   

3. Trees towered over me.   

  

Challenge: Rewrite the three sentences, adding adjectives and adverbs to make them 

more interesting then add another two simple sentences of your own.  

  

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

5. _______________________________________________________________________ 

____________ __________________________________________________________ 
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Task: Add an appropriate conjunction to each of the following compound sentences:   

 

  

1. The sun was shining ______ there was not a cloud in the sky.   

2. I want to improve my fitness  _____ I walked to school today instead of taking the 

bus.   

3. She did very well in her exams ____________ she had revised very hard.   

4. I have never been to Thorpe Park, _________ I have always wanted to go 

5. He didn’t want to go to the dentist ______ he knew he had to.  

6. I knew it was the right thing to do ______  I still struggled to apologise to her.   

7. I could go bowling tonight ________ I could go to the park instead.   
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Complex Sentences 

Read the sentences below and add in the comma(s) between the main and 

subordinate clauses. Highlight the different clauses in different colours.   

 

  

1. Like a sparkling diamond the sun shone in the sky.   

2. I love to eat crisps although I know fruit is better for me.   

3. Loud and clear the sound of the school bell rang through the classroom.  

4.  Heart pounding and knees trembling I walked towards the penalty spot.   

6. Our new school which is yet to be officially named will open in September 2018.   

7. I nervously stepped into the classroom dreading how my teacher would react to my 

missing homework.  

  

8. Her eyes which usually smiled with happiness suddenly filled with tears.   

9. My dog ran into my open arms obviously glad that I had returned from my weekend 

away.   

10. As I walked through the park leaves crisp and golden crunched beneath my feet.   
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Challenge: Now write three complex sentences of your own to describe a room in your 

house. Can you write one of each different complex sentence structure?   

  

 

 

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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How Do I Vary My Sentences? 

 

 

 

   

Like a beacon of hope,  the sun blazed down on us.     

   

30 % of teenagers are obese.  That is shameful.    
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Varying Sentence Choices 
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Which is the more effective description of this beach scene?  

 

 

Like a ribbon, the silken sand stretched endlessly along the shoreline, its 

smooth surface mottled by pairs of footprints travelling to and from the 

azure water’s edge.  Gentle waves lapped the shore, surging ever nearer 

to the bleached dunes with each swell. Bursts of laughter, joyous and 

carefree, were carried on the salty breeze from the shallows where 

parents and children played.  

The sky was blue and clear. The sand was soft and golden. The water was as clear as glass.  

The white fluffy clouds hovered in the sky but did not get in the way of the sun beaming  

down brightly. People were splashing and playing at the water’s edge and in the distance  

two boats were bobbing in the sea.     
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Write Me A Sentence 

 

A compound sentence:  

A complex sentence beginning with an adverb:  A complex sentence beginning with a pair of adjectives:  

A simple sentence:   

 

A complex sentence beginning with a simile:  A complex sentence beginning with an –ing verb:  

A complex sentence with an embedded clause:  
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Write Me A Sentence 
A compound sentence:  

A complex sentence beginning with an 

adverb:  
A complex sentence beginning with a pair of adjectives:  

A simple sentence:    

 

A complex sentence beginning with a simile:  A complex sentence beginning with an –ing verb:  

A complex sentence with an embedded clause:  



             LLC 

22 

 

 



             LLC 

23 

 

Comma Splices 

Task: Read each of the sentences below and decide whether they are an example of a 

complex sentence or a comma splice.   

When you come across a comma splice, rewrite the sentence so it makes sense using 

one of the three strategies we’ve learnt.   

Sentence  
Complex sentence or 

comma splice?   

Corrected Sentence (if necessary)  

 The house stood out on 

the street, its windows 

were smashed and dark.  

    

After a long day at school,  

Jess slumped on the sofa.   

    

A chair had been placed 

outside the door, he knew 

it was reserved for him.   

    

I ran as fast as I could 

towards the gate, I just 

wanted to get away from 

everyone.   

    

Many people think 

commas are used when 

you pause in a sentence, 

sadly, they are wrong.   
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Apostrophe Practice 

Task: Add apostrophes for omission or possession where they are needed in the 

sentences below.   

1. My friends dog is called Boomer.   

2. I havent done my homework.  

3. The girls football team won the league last year.   

4. The birds wings flapped excitedly as it left the nest.   

5. James favourite fruit is strawberries.   

6. You wouldve passed the test if youd revised harder.   

7. A little rain wont stop me from going for a jog.   

8. It isnt always easy to do the right thing.   

9. Its unclear what the problem is.   

10. The police werent sure if shed  told the truth.   

11. Mrs Davies stare is more intimidating than her shout.   

12. I cant wait to have a nap.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



             LLC 

26 

 

Apostrophes 
 

Read the following passage and correct then 10 apostrophe errors. You may need to 

remove apostrophes, as well as add them.   

 

 

I walked past the house’s and through the alleyways. Sarahs house was definitely around 

here somewhere but I hadnt a clue where as all the house’s looked the same. The first 

houses window was smashed and that made me nervous. It looked like Sarah’s car in the 

driveway but it easily could have been a strangers. I couldnt see far because of the fog; it 

was thick and menacing, making the street seem even more foreign to me. I was’nt  

keen on continuing so I turned around, and thats when I saw a persons hand waving 

through the mist.  
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Task: Below you will find examples of apostrophe errors from real life businesses and 

organisations. Correct each example below.   

 

 

 



             LLC 

28 

 

 



             LLC 

29 

 

Homophone Practice 

 
Choose the correct homophone to complete the following sentences:   

  

1. Have you finished _________ homework? (your/you’re)  

2. Having carefully packed ____________ suitcases, they left them over ________. 

(there/their)  

3. Congratulations! ___________ a winner! (your/you’re)  

4. _________ going to rain today. (its/it’s) 

5. We __________  going to play football but now _________ going for a run instead. 

(were/we’re)  

6. Always remember to pack _____________ bag correctly.  (your/you’re)  

7. I’m going ____ play netball with my ______ best friends. Would you like to come 

_____? (to/too/two)  

8. I read my book __________ to my  teacher. (allowed/aloud)  

9. I brought my umbrella today _______________ (which/witch) was lucky because the 

____________ (weather/whether) is terrible.   

10. The stars are shining brightly in the _______________sky. (night/knight)  

11. Global warming is having a devastating ________ on the planet. (affect/effect)  

12. I asked her to come _________ because I couldn't __________ him. (here/hear)  



             LLC 

30 

 

 

Homophones 

Read the passage below and correct the homophone errors:   

Won day, when the whether was fine, a girl skipped down the street too the park. Their 

she found an empty set of swings which she quickly sat down on. The grate park spread 

out around her and all she could see was grass all around her. They’re were trees in the 

distance and she could just make out the green blurs witch were starting to loose leaves. 

Too of the trees had already turned that burnt orange colour she loved so much. She 

was trying to decide weather she should amble over too the trees. Her brake was nearly 

over and she would have to get back to work soon but the trees in the distance we’re 

tempting her. So she walked threw the park and over to the autumnal trees.  

Task: Make a list of any other homophones that you can think of and write a sentence 

using them correctly. 
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Vocabulary bank 

Spelling Words 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

acceptable  development  interesting   

recommend  actually  evaluation  

necessary  reference  argument  

eventually  opinion  relevant  

because  evidence  particularly  

responsible  beginning  exaggerate  

permanent  separate  conclusion  

experience  persuade  similar  

consequences  explanation  presence  

strengths  decide  fulfil  

priority  successful  definitely  

independent  probably  technique  
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Task: Use the strategies to learn the spellings of at least 10 of the key words from the 

last page that you are unsure about. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


